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International Visitors: The Process

The International Center assists departments and faculty sponsors with hiring or hosting international faculty,
staff and scholars under the J Exchange Visitor Program. This includes:

» assistance with immigration document preparation ﬁ
e arrival guide for J Scholars
» general scholar advising to those on J visa status

Clarkson can issue documents under the following categories:

» J Professor / Research Scholar: Individual whose primary duties are teaching or research. These categories
commingle. Length of stay is 3-weeks to 5-years

¢ J1 Short-Term Scholar: A professor, research scholar or person with similar education or accomplishments
coming to the US on a short-term visit for the purpose of lecturing, observing, training or demonstrating
special skills. Length of stay is up to 6-months.

¢ J Student Intern: Student pursuing a degree outside the US where the internship is fulfilling the education
objective for his/her degree at home institution. Special conditions do apply. Length of stay is 3-weeks to 1-
year.

Please visit the International Center intranet to view the
‘Steps to host a J-1 Scholar’.

Important Note: Please allow at least 2 - 3 months processing prior to the start of the J program. This allows
enough time for International Center staff to review and process the visa paperwork, visa processing - and -
travel to Clarkson University.

Please email internationalcenter@clarkson.edu with any questions or requests.

VISA APPLICATION UPDATES

As the spring recruiting season continues It is important to understand that when students
in full force please be mindful that apply for their student visas, they are required to
students from certain countries may answer three basic questions:

LR Y R e What is the reason for your travel to the United

?

The turnaround time is shorter prior to IS_Itatesd: : . Sucational

the start of the spring term, encourage * How do you plan to pay for your educationa
y expenses?

students to submit their documents in a .
¢ Prove strong ties to your home country.

timely manner.

Challenges once these questions have been answered:
The soft deadline for visa document e Overcoming the US Consular Officers’ perception
processing is November 20. After that of immigrant
dates we will review each situation on a e intent. The applicant must prove strong ties to
case by case basis. their home country.

e Visa appointment shortages.

Please encourage students to be patient  Global/political challenges - Some countries are
and visit the US Consulate website daily to currently going through some political turmoil
see if appointments have become which impacts the US Consulates availability to
available. provide regular visa services. In some instances,

that makes the US Consular Officer sensitive to
the applicant’s intent to travel to the US. Natural
disasters are also causing delays.

e The applicant’s previous visa application history.
If a student has been denied more than two times,
this may have an impact on their visa application.

The US Department of State continues to make
student visa applications a priority.
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{\ Send students our way!

Meeting with the International Center ‘

STUDENTS & SCHOLARS STUDY ABROAD % DROP-IN HOURS
APPOINTMENTS APPOINTMENTS

. - : : Monday - Thursday 2 - 4PM
Appointments in Handshake Appointments in Handshake Friday - 11am - Noon

Schedule a one-on-one appointment for Schedule a one-on-one appointment
a discussion on topics related to for an in-depth discussion with the
International Students & Scholars. Study Abroad Coordinator.

Stop by the office for a quick questions or a
short 5-10 minute chat - if you need more time
we will schedule a follow-up appointment.
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Please know our staff is working hard to answer all of your questions. If there are gl Make an
no available appointments and you have a time sensitive matter, please email S:. 2 Appointment in

internationalcenter@clarkson.edu so we can arrange an alternative time. ey, fi Handshake '

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

The International Center's communication with faculty and staff is key for the success of our programming.
In an effort to better communicate with all of our internal audiences, the International Center is in the
process of restructuring our intranet site. We would love your input on how best to reach you with our
communications and any specific information you typically have trouble locating or would like access to.
Email us with your suggestions at internationalcenter@clarkson.edu!
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