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Tuskegee and Obamacare: 

Fulfilling America's Promise of Health Care Justice 
This presentation argues that the Affordable Care Act is properly seen as the fulfilment of the American promise 

to prevent instances like the Study of Untreated Syphilis in the African American Male conducted by the United 

States Public Health Service in Macon County, Alabama from 1932-1972. It begins with a background narrative 

that broadly conveys the elements and occurrences of the Study. This synopsis is followed by a discussion of the 

connection between the Tuskegee Study and the Syphilis Experiment in Guatemala operated simultaneously by 

the United States Public Health Service. The final section reviews the apology offered by President Clinton in 

1997 for the Tuskegee Study and argues that the Affordable Care Act better embodies the distributive justice 

motif conveyed in the National Promise to atone for past Health Care injustice and to protect vulnerable 

populations from future abuses. 

  

Dr. Darryl Scriven is Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and Fellow in 

the Shipley Center for Innovation at Clarkson University. Prior to joining Clarkson, he was Dean 

of the College of Arts, Sciences, Business and Education as well as the John and Anna Hanes 

Distinguished Professor in Humanities at Winston-Salem State University. Scriven has also 

served as the Chair of Visual Arts, Humanities and Theatre at Florida A&M University and the 

Inaugural Associate Director of Education at the Tuskegee University National Center for 

Bioethics in Research and Health Care.   He is currently the Academic Chair for the Journal of Humanities, 

Science, and Healthcare. Scriven is a documentarian, novelist, entrepreneur, and speaks frequently at 

universities and national seminars. He earned his M.A. & Ph.D. in Philosophy from Purdue University and B.S. 

degrees in Mathematics and Philosophy/Religion from Florida A&M University. 

 

The Arts & Sciences Seminar Series is a weekly colloquium series that has been supported 

by the School of Arts & Sciences Advisory Council at Clarkson University especially through 

generous gifts from David A. Walsh ‘67. Please contact ansseminar@clarkson.edu 

SA&S 300: Arts and Sciences Seminar is a one credit course intended to foster an 
interdisciplinary outlook in undergraduates majoring in the School of Arts and Sciences. 
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